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titioners of the bar, about the beginning of the present century, 
that cases of voluntary stranding should be considered as subjects 
of general average contribution, where the ship was got off in a 
condition to prosecute her voyage; under which circumstance's, 
" the damage sustained, and the expenses incurred, would be a partial 
loss of the nature of a general average." The question has, how- 
ever, never been brought into our courts of law ; and, indeed, it is 
seldom that such an occurrence takes place ; for, as a high autho- 
rity has said, unless there is some hope of the ship being saved, it 
is merely sauve- qui peut. 

(7b be continued.) 



A Budget of Paradoxes. By Professor De Morgan. 

(Continued from p. 301, vol. xii.) 

No. XV. 1836—1839. 

REFERRING to the hoax about Mr. Goulburn in No. XIV., 
Messrs. C. H. and Thompson Cooper have corrected an error, by 
stating that the election which gave rise to the hoax was that in 
which Messrs. Goulburn and Yates Peel defeated Lord Palmerston 
and Mr. Cavendish. They add that Mr. Gunning, the well-known 
Esquire Bedell of the University, attributed the hoax to the late 
Rev. R. Sheepshanks, to whom, they state, are also attributed 
certain clever fictitious biographies — of public men, as I under- 
stand it — which were palmed upon the editor of the Cambridge 
Chronicle, who never suspected their genuineness to the day of his 
death. Being in most confidential intercourse with Mr. Sheep- 
shanks, both at the time and all the rest of his life (twenty-five 
years), and never having heard him allude to any such things — 
which were not in his line, though he had satirical power of quite 
another kind — I feel satisfied he had nothing to do with them. 
I may add that others, his nearest friends, and also members of 
his family, never heard him allude to these hoaxes as their author, 
and disbelieve his authorship as much as I do myself. I say this 
not as imputing any blame to the true author, such hoaxes being 
fair election jokes in all time, but merely to put the saddle off the 
wrong horse, and to give one more instance of the insecurity of 
imputed authorship. Had Mr. Sheepshanks ever told me that he 
had perpetrated the hoax, 1 should have had no hesitation in giving 
it to him. I consider all clever election squibs, free from bitter- 
ness and personal imputation, as giving the multitude good chan- 
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nels for the vent of feelings which but for them would certainly 
find bad ones. 

Recueil de ma vie, mes ouvrages et noes pensecs. Par Thomas Ignace 
Marie Forster. Brussels, 1836, 12mo. 

Mr. Forster, an Englishman settled at Bruges, was an observer 
in many subjects, but especially in meteorology. He communi- 
cated to the Astronomical Society, in 1848, the information that, 
in the registers kept by his grandfather, his father, and himself, 
beginning in 1767, new moon on Saturday was followed, nineteen 
times out of twenty, by twenty days of rain and wind. This state- 
ment being published in the Athenaum, a cluster of correspondents 
averred that the belief is common among seamen, in all parts of 
the world, and among landsmen too. Some one quoted a distich — 

" Saturday's moon and Sunday's full 
Never were fine and never iimU." 

Mr. Forster did not say he was aware of the proverbial character of 
the phenomenon. He was a very eccentric man. He treated his 
dogs as friends, and buried them with ceremony. He quarrelled 
with the curt of his parish, who remarked that he could not take 
his dogs to heaven with him. I will go nowhere, said he, where I 
cannot take my dog. He was a sincere Catholic : but there is a 
point beyond which even churches have no influence. 

Some account of the great astronomical discoveries lately made by Sir 
John Herschel at the Cape of Good Hope. Second edition. London, 
12mo., 1836. 

This is a curious hoax, evidently written by a person versed in 
astronomy and clever at introducing probable circumstances and 
undesigned coincidences. It first appeared in a newspaper. It 
makes Sir J. Herschel discover men, animals, &c, in the moon, of 
which much detail is given. There seems to have been a French 
edition, the original, and English editions in America, whence the 
work came into Britain : but whether the French was published in 
America or at Paris I do not know. There is no doubt that it was 
produced in the United States, by M. Nicollet, an astronomer, 
once of Paris, and a fugitive of some kind. About him I have 
heard two stories. First, that he fled to America with funds not 
his own, and that this book was a mere device to raise the wind. 
Secondly, that he was a protige of Laplace, and of the Polignac 
party, and also an outspoken man. That after the revolution he 
was so obnoxious to the republican party that he judged it prudent 
to quit France; which he did in debt, leaving money for his credi- 
tors, but not enough, with M. Bouvard. In America he connected 
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himself with an Assurance Office. The moon-story was written, 
and sent to France, chiefly with the intention of entrapping 
M. Arago, Nicollet's especial foe, into the belief of it. And those 
who narrate this version of the story wind up by saying that 
M. Arago was entrapped, and circulated the wonders through 
Paris, until a letter from Nicollet to M. Bouvard explained the 
hoax. I have no personal knowledge of either story : but as the 
poor man had to endure the first, it is but right that the second 
should be told with it. 

The Weather Almanac for the Year 1838. By P. Murphy, Esq., 
M.N.S. 

By M.N.S. is meant Member of no Society. This almanac 
bears on the title-page two recommendations. The Morning Post 
calls it one of the most important-if-true publications of our gene- 
ration. The Times says — " If the basis of his theory prove sound, 
and its principles be sanctioned by a more extended experience, it 
is not too much to say that the importance of the discovery is equal 
to that of the longitude." Cautious journalist ! Three times that 
of the longitude would have been too little to say. That the lands- 
man might predict the weather of all the year, at its beginning, 
Jack would cheerfully give up astronomical longitude — the problem 
— altogether, and fall back on chronometers with the older Ls, 
lead, latitude, and look-out, applied to dead-reckoning. Mr. 
Murphy attempted to give the weather day by day : thus the first 
seven days of March bore Changeable; Bain; Rain; Rain-trow?; 
Changeable ; Fair ; Changeable. To aim at such precision as to 
put a fair day between two changeable ones by weather theory was 
going very near the wind and weather too. Murphy opened the 
year with cold and frost; and the weather did the same. But 
Murphy, opposite to Saturday, January 20, put down " Fair, Pro- 
bable lowest degree of winter temperature." When this Saturday 
came, it was not merely the probably coldest of 1838, but certainly 
the coldest of many consecutive years. Without knowing anything 
of Murphy, I felt it prudent to cover my nose with my glove as I 
walked the street at eight in the morning. The fortune of the 
Almanac was made. Nobody waited to see whether the future 
would dement the prophecy : the shop was beset in a manner 
which brought the police to keep order; and it was said that the 
Almanac for 1838 was a gain of j£5,000 to the owners. It very 
soon appeared that this was only a lucky hit : the weather-prophet 
had a modified reputation for a few years ; and is now no more 
heard of. A work of his will presently appear in the list. 
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Letter from Alexandria on the evidence of the practical application of 
the quadrature of the circle in the great pyramids of Gizeh. By 
H. C. Agnew, Esq. London, 1838, 4to. 

Mr. Agnew detects proportions which he thinks were suggested 
by those of the circumference and diameter of a circle. 

The creed of St. Athanasins proved by a mathematical parallel. Before 
you censure, condemn, or approve; read, examine, and understand. 
E. B. Kevilo. London, 1839, 8vo. 

This author really believed himself, and was in earnest. He is 
not the only person who has written nonsense by confounding the 
mathematical infinite (of quantity) with what speculators now more 
correctly express by the unlimited, the unconditioned, or the abso- 
lute. This tract is worth preserving, as the extreme case of a 
particular kind. The following is a specimen. Infinity being 
represented by co , as usual, and /, s, g being finite integers, the 
three Persons are denoted by oo-'', (moo)', oc", the finite fraction 
m representing human nature, as opposed to oo . The clauses of 
the Creed are then given with their mathematical parallels. I 
extract a couple : — 

But the Godhead of the Father, It has been shown that co', oo*, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and (moo)*, together, are but oo , 
is all one: the glory equal, the Ma- and that each is oo , and any magni- 
jesty co-eternal. tude in existence represented by oo 

always was and always will be: for 

it cannot be made, or destroyed, and 

yet exists. 

Equal to the Father, as touching (m oo )' is equal to oo' as touch- 

his Godhead: and inferior to the ing oo, but interior to oo / as touching 

Father, as touching his Manhood. mi because m is not infinite. 

I might have passed this over, as beneath even my present 
subject, but for the way in which I became acquainted with it. A 
bookseller, not the publisher, handed it to me over his counter : one 
who had published mathematical works. He said, with an air of 
important communication, " Have you seen this, Sir !" In reply, 

I recommended him to show it to my friend Mr. , for whom 

he had published mathematics. Educated men, used to books, 
and to the converse of learned men, look with mysterious wonder 
on such productions as this: for which reason I have made a 
quotation which many will judge had better have been omitted. 
But it would have been an imposition on the public, if I were, 
omitting this and some other uses of the Bible and Common 
Prayer, to pretend that I had given a true picture of my school. 

(To be continued.) 



